Gundecha Brothers Biography

Umakant and Ramakant Gundecha are one of India’s leading exponents of the Dhrupad style of music. They are among the most active young  performers  of Dhrupad in Indian and international circuits. Born in Ujjain in Central India, both  were initiated  into music by their parents. 

Gundecha Brothers received conventional university education and learned the Dhrupad vocal art under the renowned Dhrupad vocalist Ustad    Zia Fariduddin Dagar and also with Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar (the distinguished performer of Rudra Veena) in Dhrupad Kendra Bhopal. 

The Gundecha Brothers have sung great Hindi poetry  by Tulsidas, Kabir, Padmakar, Nirala in Dhrupad style and have also composed music for several documentaries. They have  recorded   many cassettes and CDs by H.M.V, Music Today, Rhythm House,  IPPNW Concerts Berlin, Navras   and  Audio Rec London. They have also sung for many television channels in India and have been broadcasted on British, U.S., German and French Radio as well. As well as being an integral part of  all of India's prestigious music festivals, the  Brothers have also performed at many important international music festivals and institutions in Europe, U.S.A, Australia, Singapore, Bangladesh, U.A.E and Hongkong. 
They have received M.P. Govt. Scholarship from 1981 to 1985, National Fellowship from 1987 to 89, Ustad Allauddin Khan Fellowship  in 1993, Sanskriti Award in 1994  and  Kumar Gandharva Award in 1998 by Govt. of Madhaya Pradesh and Dagar Gharana Award by Mewar Foundation in 2001. 

Akhilesh Gundecha has learned  Pakhawaj playing from  Pandit Shrikant Mishra and Raja Chhatrapati Singh JuDeo. He is post graduate in music and graduate in Law. Has also got scholarship from Ustad Allauddin khan  Sangeet Academy,Bhopal   and Govt. of India. Has accompanied to many of the Dhrupad Maestros like- Ustad Z.F. Dagar, Ustad Fahimuddin Dagar, Pt. Siyaram Tiwari, Shrimati Asgari Bai, Dr. Ritwik Sanyal and Bahauddin Dagar. He has also played solo recitals in Tansen Festival-Gwalior, Haridas Sangeet Samaroh Mumbai, Dhrupad Samaroh Bhopal and many other festivals.  Has toured  Germany, Switzerland, Hongkong , USA and Canada. Is regularly featured on  Radio and Television. He is doing Ph.D on Raja Chhatrapati Singh Ju Deo.

awards and fellowships:

· M.P. Govt. Scholarship from 1981 to 1985

· National Fellowship from 1987 to 89

· Ustad Allauddin Khan Fellowship in 1993

· Sanskriti Award in 1994 [see below]

· (The citation of Sanskriti Award)

· Dagar Gharana Award(2001) by Mewar Foundation
· National Kumar Gandharva award in 1998 by M.P.Govt.

· Governer's Citation from Maryland,USA

The Citation of Sanskriti Award

           The importance of the Gundecha  Brothers - Umakant and Ramakant - to Hindustani classical music is not that they belong  among the few though rising number of those who have made the art of Dhrupad their  vocation but that they exhibit a certain state of the Art quality in the style of their  performance. This is firstly their vocalism which is strong, resonant and exquisitely  shaped for time and tension, and than their concert technique that mashes with each other  so perfectly that their combined presence on the stage is not of two singers but of one  Raga and one song. This is a subtle evolution of the art in the Jugalbandi format, which  the brothers have developed.  

           Born in the fabled city of Ujjain,  Umakant studied in Madhav Music college and took a post graduate degree in Music and  Economics and Ramakant did the same in Music and Commerce.

           They studied Dhrupad at the Dhrupad  Kendra of Bhopal from 1981 to 1985 under he great Dagarvani Maestro Ustad Zia Fariduddin  Dagar and Late Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar. The Brothers are striking examples of a highly  successful transmission through the Guru Shishya Parampara. 

           The Gundecha Brothers have been  recipients of the Madhaya Pradesh government scholarship and the National Fellowship of  the Government of India. Today the bothers represents the leading edge of younger  generation of Dhrupad singers of Hindustani Classical Music.
selected concerts

SOME IMPORTANT INDIAN FESTIVALS 


▪ 
Sawai Gandharva Festival, Pune


▪ 
Harvallabh Sangeet Sabha, Jalandhar


▪ 
Tansen Sangeet Samaroh, Gwalior


▪ 
IMG Music Festival- Saint Xavier's, Bombay


▪ 
Pt.Bhimsen Joshi Birthday Festival, NCPA  Bombay


▪ 
Banganga Festival, Bombay


▪ 
Soorya Festival, Trivendrum


▪ 
Swati Tirunal Festival, Trivendrum


▪ 
National Purandar Festival, Udupi


▪ 
Saptak, Ahamdabad


▪ 
Ganga Mahotsawa, Varanasi


▪ 
Shankarlal Music Festival, Delhi


▪ 
Dover lane Music Festival, Calcutta


▪ 
SRA Music Festival, Calcutta


▪ 
Swami Vivekanand Birthday Music  Festival-GolPark,Calcutta


▪ 
Shrikrishna Gana Sabha, Madras


▪ 
Madras Music Academy Festival Madras


▪ 
Hridayanath Mangeshkar Music Festival, Goa


▪ 
Spic Macay Delhi


▪ 
Vasanta Habba, Bangalore


▪ 
Rana Kumbha  Music Festival,  Udaipur


▪ 
Bhakti Utsav, New Delhi


▪ 
Swarnotsava, Guvahati

SOME IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL CONCERTS:


▪ 
Festival of India in Germany-1992


▪ 
Indo Norwegian Society Festival-1992


▪ 
Asian Art Festival, Hongkong-1992


▪ 
India International Music Festival,Bombay  -1993


▪ 
Spic-Macay National Convention,Norfolk  USA-1994


▪ 
Detroit Institute of Art, USA-1994


▪ 
Western Music Conservatory, Winterthur,  Switzerland-1994


▪ 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C.,  USA-1995


▪ 
The Walter Art Gallery, Baltimore,  USA-1995


▪ 
House of World Culture, Berlin,  Germany-1996


▪ 
Theater De La Ville, Paris, France-1996


▪ 
Navaras, London, U.K.-1996


▪ 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington  D.C.-1998


▪ 
Flanderen Festival, Belgium-1998


▪ 
Gandhar, Abu Dhabi, UAE-1998


▪ 
Ali Akbar College of Music, Basel,  Switzerland-1998


▪ 
USA Tour -1999 


▪ 
Bangladesh Tour- 2000 


▪ 
Art Festival- Singapore 2000 


▪ 
Sacred Voices Millennium Music  Village-UK  2000


▪ 
Cite de la music, Paris France- 2003


▪ 
Palais des Beaux-Arts, Brussels   Belgium- 2003


▪ 
Tokyo summer festival, Japan 2003


▪ 
Workshop in University of Bologna,  Italy- 2003

▪   Rencontres Internationales de musique médiévale  du thoronet, France-2003▪ 

Selected Press Reviews

At their most venturesome, the brothers voices seemed more supple and  versatile than any string instrument.

Washington Post

The two singers slowly and painstakingly improvise  around the Raga's tonic, dipping below it in long, resonant tones and then creeping above  it in the same manner , usually making their way across a two and a half octave range.  Eventually the tones shorten into shimmering staccato barrages that grow increasingly  intense and an instrumental sounding , suggesting rapidly plucked Sitar notes.

The Reader's Guide Chicago

Die beiden vokalisten  demonstrierten….hier (im Alap) eine perfekte kombination von feingefuhl und energie.

Morgen Post, Berlin

They are so proficient in it that one can  not find loose ends or any thing slipshod in their expositions of Dhrupad.

The Hindu New Delhi

Effortless on every note, whether high or  low ,bright and clear in Meend, exquisite in texture whose variations they controlled  consciously and an appealing enunciation brought the program to an unexpected level of  quality....... Yes !Dhrupad is safe and The Dagarvani is all to set to enter the 21st  century.....

The Times of India, New Delhi

The understanding between the two brothers is uncanny.

Independent, Bombay

The Dhrupad singing of the Gundecha Brothers was  like wind that slowly unwound a feeling that seized the artists and audience alike. 

Indian Express, Madras

Tuneful to the core impeccable in rhythm  and the scores well divided, they revealed immense musical imagination and refinement.The Statesman, Calcutta

They have a quite happy presence on stage  and their music is shorn of those qualities of aggressive gimmicky showmanship which has  brought this otherwise fine form of Hindustani music in to disrepute.

Independent

Currently the hottest duo in Dhrupad  singing in the country.

The Illustrated Weekly, Bombay

Recordings

Rhythm  House(MCs): 

· Vol. 1, Raag- Bhimpalasi, Gurjari Todi, Malkauns

· Vol. 2, Raag- Bihag, Madhumad Sarang, Sohni

 Route to the Bliss 

Music  Today (MCs and CDs) 

· Bhaktimala / Rama - Vol. 1

· Bhaktimala/ Shiva - Vol. 1

· Bhaktimala/ Hanumana - Vol. 2

· Bhaktimala/ Ganesh - Vol. 1

· Young Masters -Vol.1

· Raga - Shyam Kalyan and Jaijaiwanti

HMV  (MCs and CDs)

 Naad Sugandh


• 
Vol. 1, Raga - Bhupali, Puriya Dhanashri,  Shankara


• 
Vol. 2, Raga- Jounpuri, Megh, Komal  Rishabh Asawari

 IPPNW – CONCERTS , Germany –1995

 Raga – Bihag , Night Melody- Raga

Audio Rec - UK -1998 

 Raga- Darbari 

Navras-  UK (CD) 

 Raag- Yaman and Charukeshi

ISHA  MUSIC 

 Durga Kavach

Sense world Music,

DARSHAN  - Raga - Komal Rishabh Asawari 

UK - 2003 

Sundaram Records

· Raga- Bhairava – Dhrupad Vocal 

· Raga- Komal Rishabh Asawari – Dhrupad Vocal 

· Raga- Miyan Malhar– Dhrupad Vocal 

 

Arion Edo Foundation and Intoxicate Records 
Dhrupad- Live of 19th Tokyo Summer Festival

DVD – Raga- Miyan Malhar, Megh, Shivaranjani, 

 Malkouns, Adana

 

SPIC MACAY COMMUNICATIONS-2005
Manthan- Lecture Demonstration on Dhrupad

 
teachers

Ustad Zia  Fariduddin Dagar
Ustad Zia  Fariduddin Dagar belongs to the illustrious family of Dhrupad musicians who are  responsible for saving this ancient and noble art from disappearing. He represents the  musical tradition of a family that is believed to have preserved and nurtured Dhrupad  music for the last 20 unbroken generations. He was born in Udaipur, Indian, where his  father Ustad Ziauddin Khan Dagar was the court musician of the Maharajah of Udaipur. He  was taught Dhrupad style of vocal and instrumental (Veena and Sitar) music by his father  and later by his elder brother, Late Ustad Zia Mohiuddinn Dagar, who is one of the  greatest rudra veena players of our times.

Ustad  is responsible to a great extent for popularizing Dhrupad music by his numerous concerts  and workshops.  He has traveled and performed widely in India and abroad. In recognition of his immense contribution to the classical music of India, Ustad has been bestowed with the most prestigious awards of the country like Tansen Award of M.P. Government, Sangeet Natak Academy Award.

Ustad Zia Fariduddin Dagar has a remarkable command over microtones (Swara-Bhed  ) and various Gamakas, which makes his music very special. His gradual development of Alap  through Vilambit, Madhya and Drut Laya adds a very interesting phenomena in his presentation of Dhrupad Music.

Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar

Ustad  Zia Mohiuddin Dagar(1929-1990) was the world's most renowned exponent of India's Rudra  veena , the instrumental ancestor of the Sitar. He was also one of the few masters of  Dhrupad , the slow .austere, meditative traditional music still performed as it was  centuries ago by Dagar forefathers in the Mughal courts. He was born on 14th march 1929,  in the town of Udaipur,Rajasthan. He began his training under the tutelage of his father ,  Ustad Ziauddin Khan Dagar, court musician for the Maharaj of Udaipur.

He had performed all over the world and also he was affiliated with the  American society of eastern arts in Berkeley, California and taught for many years at the  university of Washington in Seattle and Rotterdam Music Conservatory in Holland.

In 1990 , Ustad was awarded by Kalidas Samman, one  of the most prestigious award of the country , by M.P. Government. He had also received  Sangeet Natak Academy Award , Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Academy award, Maharana Kumbha award  and many more.

Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar redesigned and  innovated the traditional veena .His contribution in improving the sound of Veena is  historical. He added more deeper and base sound to the playing of veena. He captured the  subtle unique character of each Raga often depends on accentuating the sharp ,flat or very  flat qualities of certain notes; and it was the perfect rendering of these subtleties that  became a Dagar trademark. In a deliberate and unhurried fashion , he unfolded and revealed  each note of the Alap movement , the slow , serene solo exposition of Raga –  hypnotically, hauntingly coaxing and stretching the most delicately shaded nuances , the  notes between the notes, from the thick bronze strings. Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar died in  1990.

Pandit Shrikant Mishra

Pandit Shrikant  Mishra , born in 1952 in Banaras, is highly acclaimed name in the world of Dhrupad and  Pakhawaj . Pandit Shrikant Mishra started studying pakhawaj from the age of 15 with the  great master Late Pandit Amarnath Mishra of Varanasi. 

 Pandit Shrikant Mishra has a great privilege of accompanying all the Dhrupad maestros of  our time from Dagar Gharana and Darbhanga style including late Ustad Zia Mohiuddin Dagar,  late Ustad Nasir Aaminuddin Dagar, late Pandit Ramchatur Mallik and late Pandit Siyaram  Tiwari.

 Known for his great sensibility to music and for the sonorous sound and tuning of his  Pakhawaj,Pandit Shrikant Mishra has participated in many important indian and  international music festivals. He has been to Japan, Germany, France, Switzerland,  Holland, England and many other countries. Pandit Shrikant Mishra is regarded not only as  a perfect accompanist but also as a solo player too. These days he is living in Varanasi  and working in Banaras Hindu University.

 Raja  Chhatrapati Singh Ju Deo (Mridangacharya)

Raja Chhatrapati Singh born  in the year 1919 hails from the famous lineage of Bijna State. Raja Mukund singh ji his  great grand father and Raja Himmat Singhji his father were great connoisseurs of Indian  classical music and were patronizing the famous artistes of their days and employing them  as court musicians. Raja Chhatrapati Singh went one step further in and he himself started  taking interest in Pakhawaj.

While  on a pilgrimage tour with his father he met swami Ramdasji in Ayodhya who was a great  Pakhawaj exponent, Raja Chhatrapati Singh decided to become his student and taking  tuition's on

this  instrument . He was simply fascinated and that too at the tender age of ten -twelve. His  teacher Swami Ramdasji was the pupil of Shri Madan Mohanji who was student of great Pakhawaj player Shri Kudau Singhji. Shri Kudau Singhji was very famous Pakhawaj exponent  of his time. In 1951 Pandit Omkarnath Thakur bestowed on him the title of 'Professor of Pakhawaj' from Banaras Hindu University. He was a top grade artiste of All India Radio. He  was also awarded Sangeet Natak Academy Award and Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Academy Award. He has developed a new Tala combination known as a 'CHATURANG' consists 4 Taals ,  'VEDANG' which consists of 6 Talas , "Taal Sagar" having 7 Talas , Taal Mala  which consists 108 Talas and Lehras of 108 Ragas . Normally it takes 24 hours to complete  the whole 'Tala Mala' but it can be completed in 12 or 6 hours also.

He had accompanied also some great masters like  Ustad Rahimuddin Dagar , senior Dagar Brothers, Pandit Ramchatur Mallik and some more.

He has taught and performed at the school  of music of the university of Washington during 1975-76. He has participated in many  international music festivals and has toured several countries like Italy, France,  Germany, London in 1964 with famous singers Senior Dagar brothers Ustad Nasir Moinuddin  Dagar and Ustad Nasir Aminuddin Dagar, perhaps among few Indian musicians who performed in  west for the first time.

Apart from music he was very fond of  Chess. He has written a big volume on Chess named ' Ashwa Nirupan Granth' in which he has  shown the five thousand different moves of knight. Raja Chhatrapati Singh passed away in  1998.

For more information, see the Gundecha Brothers homepage: www.dhrupad.org
